University of Mary Division of Education

Catherine Gibbens •Week One Practicum• Ms. Miller 4th Grade• Pioneer Elementary

Grade Level: 4th Grade
Subject(s) Area: ELA and N.D. Studies 
Materials Needed:
· “How We Crossed the West: The Adventures of Lewis and Clark”

· Whiteboard

· Large Sticky note

· Scratch paper

· Computer paper

· Pencil

· Active Board

· Plants and Animals list
Standards:
· 4.2.8 Describe the significance of the Lewis and Clark expeditions (e.g., Corps of Discovery, Sakakawea) on North Dakota history.
· W.2b&d Develop the topic with facts definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic; Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain a topic.
· W.3d Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely.
Objectives:

Students will:

· Be able to define the key components of Lewis and Clark’s letters to one another

· Produce a letter in the time period of Lewis and Clark using correct language from that time period

· Describe their experience from the perspective of someone on Lewis and Clark’s expedition 
· Include key details of the expedition within their letter and know the importance of writing letters in the time of Lewis and Clark
Learning Activities:
1. Students will review what they know about Lewis and Clark’s expedition so far on a KWL chart (just fill in the K) Small group discussion, come up with top three ideas then share in whole group
a. Specifically about the traveling and how living was like 
b. How did they travel, who did they meet, what did they see?
c. (Show pictures from the book of all the animals and plants)

d. Discuss the President’s wish for Lewis to explore the West

2. As a class, we will read aloud the letter written by Meriwether Lewis to William Clark, inviting him on this expedition and Clark’s response letter to Lewis.
a. Point out the language differences (formal, conclusion) 

b. Include the importance of a signature 

c. Review punctuation and run-off sentences and other grammatical components of writing 

3. Explain to students that one of the best ways to experience Lewis and Clark’s expedition is to put yourself in the time period
4. They will be doing this by writing a letter to their loved ones and friends about their experiences so far on the expedition with Lewis and Clark

a.  Include the topics discussed and written on the KWL chart as well as from their textbooks 
b. Go over the key components included in the letters
· Place the letter was written (Fort Mandan)
· Date the letter was written (Today’s date in the year 1804)
· Signature

5. Provide a Lewis and Clark inferences and ideas sheet for students to organize their thoughts if needed, then allow students to begin a rough draft piece of their letter.
a. Check content and spelling as students finish, then allow them to copy their final draft on a piece of computer paper

b. Students will then crumple up their letter and squirt lightly with the coffee spray bottle 

c. We will let them dry and check them at the end of the day. If students finish early they can read their N.D. Studies book or look at the Lewis and Clark books
Assessment:
Informal: On-task, participation in discussion as class and small group
Formal: Final product of letter 
Reflection:

I was extremely excited about this lesson! I felt that the students would be excited as well and most of them were. I did spend too much time on review and discussion, but felt that this helped the students with their thought organizing. If I could change anything, I would skip the rough draft portion so that students could have more time to add extra details to their letters. Or I would extend the project to a second day. I could feel some students being rushed so I feel that it would help. Overall I thought the lesson plan was meaningful and fun, even if it did not go completely as I hoped.
