University of Mary Division of Education

Catherine Gibbens •Week One Practicum• Ms. Miller 4th Grade• Pioneer Elementary
Grade Level: 4
Subject(s) Area: English Language Arts
Materials Needed:

· Scholastic’s StoryWorks Magazine, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” pgs. 16-21
· Scholastic’s StoryWorks Teacher Guide
· “Featuring Sleepy Hollow” and “Ichabod’s Inferences” worksheets (25 copies)
· StoryWorks Online using Smart Board
· “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” quiz (both levels)
· Timer
Standards:
· RL.1 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
· RF.4a & 4c 
Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension: Read on-level text with purpose and understanding; use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.
· RW.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear even sequences.
· SL.1
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
· L.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
Objectives:

Students will:
· Read and interpret the play “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and the history of the written time period.

· Define the provided vocabulary words and relate the definition to the time period of the story (1790s) and the current time period
· Analyze supporting text and images provided in the story with their pods
· Make inferences about characters and predict possible outcomes of “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”
Learning Activities:

1. Hand out StoryWorks Magazines to all students, allowing time (5 minutes) to flip through “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” pgs. 16-21. Have students look for:

a. Words they do not know

b. Pictures, maps and captions

c. Character list

2. Hand out vocabulary worksheet to reference while reading through the play and go over definitions as a class. (5 minutes)
3. Hand out “Featuring Sleepy Hollow” worksheets and divide students into their pods/reading groups (15 minutes) to brainstorm
a. Assign each pod a question to discuss/collaborate as a small group.

b. Have each student record their answers on their worksheet.

c. Have all of the groups share their responses on the Smart Board for other students to see and write down.
4. Assign character roles (15) reminding that ALL students need to follow along, even if a character role was not given. *Can swap roles halfway through the play.
5. Read through “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (20 minutes) *If students struggle with reading, encourage to follow along with a book mark or a partner, and continually walk around the room.
6. Take time for any questions students may have on the text.
7. Hand out “Ichabod’s Inferences” worksheet based upon reading/comprehension level ability. Explain directions and provide an example if necessary. Individual work, play music if provides engaging learning environment. (15 minutes)
Assessment:

Informal Assessment: Character role play reading in “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”; Ichabod’s Inferences worksheet and classroom discussions
Formal Assessment: Students will take “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” Quiz (based upon reading/comprehension ability.)
Reflection:


I feel that the lesson went pretty well. I ran out of time, so we did not get the chance to finish reading the play or complete the inferences sheet. I think I tried to fit too many activities into one lesson plan, so that is one detail I would change. I would also change the grouping of the students because many of the boys in the higher achievement group were struggling to stay engaged, were becoming mischievous or kept moving around. I liked Ms. Miller’s idea of taking ‘brain breaks’ and trying to include movement in the grouping process. I would also spend less time on vocabulary and the “Features of Sleepy Hollow” worksheet so that the students do not lose interest during the switch of subjects or activities. Overall the lesson went well and I think the topic interested the students, but I definitely need to break up the activities for the sake of time.
